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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


OTHER LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS 


NE of the pleasures of being editor 
O of The Alabama Librarian is the 
opportunity of seeing a number of other 
states’ official library publications. Many 
good ideas can be derived through this 
friendly exchange of journals, and it is 
our hope that we can receive a great 
many more in the future. Those which 
come fairly regularly now are: The Ari- 
zona Librarian, Bulletin of the Kentucky 
Library Association, Colorado Library As- 
sociation Bulletin, Florida Libraries, Ida- 
ho Librarian, Kansas Library Bulletin, 
Minnesota Libraries, Missouri Library 
Quarterly, North Carolina Libraries. 


A. L. A. MEMBERSHIP 


Miss Adele Cohn, Alabama chairman 
of the A. L. A. Membership Committee, 
wishes again to remind Alabama libra- 
rians to renew their membership in the 
American Library Association if they have 
not already done so. Join now if you 
have never been a member. 


THE OBSERVING SMALL FRY 


A five-year-old returned some of his 
books to an Alabama library and was 
told by the librarian that he owed a fine 
of four cents. The child obligingly put 
his fine on the desk, looked up at the 
librarian in a sympathetic manner, and 
said: “Say, Lady, can you make a livin’ 
out of this?” 


WHOM DO YOU SUGGEST? 


The January 1952 issue of The Ala- 
bama Librarian was devoted to the biog- 
raphies of sixteen Alabama authors, prin- 
cipally fiction writers. There have been 
many requests from librarians over the 
State to have another such issue, and it 
is hoped that this may soon be done. 
Certain issues of our journal must be 
devoted to the Association’s business, just 


as this issue is required by the Executi 
Council to publish in full the Constit 
tion and the recommended amendmen ; 
Of necessity, the April number must co :- 
tain the program and other informatic 
relative to the annual meeting; so a - 
tually there is not too much opportuni y 
for special issues, though their conten s 
may be of more permanent value. This 
time we are happy, however, to include 
another autobiographical sketch of an 
Alabama _ author—Lella Warren, whose 
most recent book Whetstone Walls ap- 
peared in the Fall of 1952. Suggestions 
of other authors to be included are al- 
ways welcomed by the Staff of The Ala- 
bama Librarian. 


ARE YOU HELPING RECRUIT? 

What are we doing in Alabama toward 
recruiting more promising young people 
to enter the library profession? Not 
enough. Here is a statement by Mrs. Em- 
ily Miller Danton, director of the Bir- 
mingham Public Library, which you 
might use on the next prospect who in- 
quires about librarianship: 


IF YOU... 


like people and 

like books and 

enjoy bringing the two together, and 

are endowed with mental curiosity 
and good health and 

prefer a quiet life to the sharp com- 
petition of business, and 

put happiness and _ contentment 
above profit, but wish to earn your 
living with dignity, then... 
ENTER THE LIBRARY PRO- 
FESSION! 


COOPERATIVE MICROFILMING 


Microfilming of Alabama newspapers 
is a costly process, but a great deal could 
be accomplished through co-operation o! 
a number of libraries in a joint micro 
filming program. Once the negative i: 
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de for a file of newspapers, positive 
ies can be produced at a fraction of 
original cost. The Birmingham Pub- 
Library, in cooperation with the Uni- 
sity of Alabama and Howard College, 
rted the filming of old Birmingham 
yspapers owned by the Public Library, 
| now have an almost complete file 
film of these rapidly deteriorating 
vers, from 1888 to 1930. Perhaps the 
ibama Library Association at its next 
eting might appoint a committee to 
vestigate the possibilities of extending 
h a program so as to include more 
raries and more valuable newspapers 
hat need to be preserved. 


DIRECTORY OF SELA MEMBERS 


Miss Mabel Willoughby, librarian of 
Howard College, has again demonstrated 
her ability and thoroughness in the com- 
pilation of the recently published Di- 
rectory of Members of the Southeastern 
Library Association. The Directory is di- 
vided into two parts: the first contains 
the names of libraries and other organi- 
zations in the nine Southeastern States 
which are members of state and/or re- 
gional and/or national library associa- 
tions, compiled as of December, 1951; the 
second contains the names of librarians 
in the region together with symbols in- 
dicating membership in the various asso- 
ciations. There are 3,802 in this section. 
The foreword is by Dr. Louis Shores, im- 
mediate past-president of the Southeast- 
ern Library Association. 


SPECIAL JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 
PROJECT 


The Children’s Bureau of the Federal 
Security Agency is sponsoring a Special 
Juvenile Delinquency Project which will 
attempt to focus attention on the gravity 
of the present situation and to stimulate 
local action aimed at improving services 
for delinquent children. Since 1948, ju- 
venile courts in various parts of the coun- 
try have reported to the Bureau that the 
number of children coming to them be- 
cause of delinquent acts has increased al- 
most 20 per cent. Dr. Martha M. Eliot, 
Chief of the Children’s Bureau, has ap- 
pealed to all librarians to join in a 
nation-wide campaign aimed at prevent- 
ing juvenile delinquency and offering 
better treatment of those children who 
have become delinquent. 

There are two major ways in which 
librarians can help. The first is by ef- 
fectively helping to inform the public 
by making reading materials on the sub- 
ject available to interested groups, by 
sponsoring discussion groups and by ar- 
ranging special exhibits. To assist libra- 
rians in this the A. L. A. and the Chil- 
dren’s Bureau are jointly compiling a 
selective, annotated, bibliography of 
books, pamphlets, films and magazine ar- 
ticles on juvenile delinquency. When this 
list is available, we will put a note in 
The Alabama Librarian. Second, _li- 
brarians are encouraged to become a part 
of the local citizens’ committees which 
will engage in this campaign. 


BOOKS ARE HERE TO STAY 


By GARRETT MATTINGLY 


Where but on the printed page can so many worlds be found? 


NDIVIDUALLY and as a species, 
I books, like people, are extremely 
durable. They are easy to make and dis- 
tribute, and difficult to destroy. They are 
not hard to carry or ship. They don’t 


mind changes of heat and cold. They 
will stand almost any amount of abuse 
or neglect. They can be used up by re- 
peated readings; but about the only other 
way to get rid of them, short of burying 


+ 
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them or weighting them with lead and 
dumping them at sea, is to burn them. 
Yet even after all the Nazi bonfires and 
all the Allied bombings, Germany in the 
summer of 1945 was full of books, in- 
cluding those that had been blacklisted 
for twelve years. 

On my shelves are half a dozen ragged, 
dog-eared veterans that have survived, on 
the average, four centuries. They are for 
use, not for show. They have served me 
sturdily ever since I got them, and they 
will be fit to serve someone else later on. 
Not many modern books will last so well 
as that; but the cheapest book will out- 
last a vacuum cleaner or a radio, and 
never need a repairman. Its tubes will 
not burn out. Its innards will not get 
out of alignment. And it does not have 
to be plugged in to anything except a 
human brain. 

As for the job books do, that would 
take too long to talk about. But we might 
reassure the educators who are afraid that 
radio and television will supplant books 
—and make learning somewhat like going 
to the movies. It may be hard to realize, 
but most of the things taught in their 
institutions can be learned from books 
better than they can in classrooms—even 
with the help of colored slides and au- 
thoritative voices issuing from a box. 

Most education happens when a_ boy 
or girl and a book sit down quietly to- 
gether. A student is lucky if he attends 
a college where there is one great teacher. 
But anyone with access to a medium-size 
library can have hundreds of great teach- 
ers, offering a greater variety of courses 
than the Universities of Chicago and Co- 
lumbia and California rolled into one. 
We are not going to trade that kind of 
advantage for the privilege of twiddling 
a dial, especially when we don’t have to 
choose; but we can have both if we like. 
As long as people have curious and in- 
quiring minds, they will continue to get 
most of their learning from books. 

It was different before the invention 
of printing. Before books became cheap 
and plentiful, it was a good idea for peo- 
ple to club together and listen to a lec- 
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ture. The lecturer read to them, possi! 
from his own book, but more likely fre 
one by somebody else. That’s what a k 
ture is, of course—a reading. It mak 
one book do for many persons at on 
People still spend a lot of time at le 
tures, but it isn’t a very efficient w 
to learn. In less than twenty minut 
you can read more words than you c: 
listen to in forty—and get more out 
them. You can reread a sentence y 
didn’t understand. If your mind drif 
away for a moment, you can pick u 
the thread where you dropped it. And 
you won't miss an important sentence be- 
cause a fire engine went by outside. 

I'm afraid it doesn’t make lectures any 
more helpful to record them on spools 
of wire or broadcast them by radio or 
television. It only makes it more difficult 
for the lecturer to know whether he is 
reaching his audience, and impossible 
for members of the audience to ask him 
questions. Since the invention of print- 
ing, this direct communication between 
speaker and listener has been about the 
best excuse left for lecturing. 

Of course, educators who believe books 
are losing out, becoming obsolete, wili 
say, “This is an ear-minded age.” They 
will say it just as if they know what they 
are talking about. In the next breath, 
they will cite that old proverb, “One 
picture is worth more than ten thousand 
words.” That’s eye-minded, of course. 
The proverb makes partial sense. Some 
things can be conveyed more quickly by 
pictures: the appearance of the Grand 
Canyon, or the Dome of St. Peter’s, or a 
nest of robin’s eggs. Also the things that 
can be put into still or animated dia- 
grams: the difference in area between 
Rhode Island and Texas, the operation 
of an electric turbine, the movement ol 
air masses that causes a cyclone. But how 
would you like to draw a diagram ol 
Othello’s jealousy or Lear’s despair, or 
try to convey in a thousand pictures the 
simple words of the Golden Rule? Most 
of the information and insight and wis- 
dom in this world has to be put into 
words; and the best way to preserve thes: 
words — the simplest, the cheapest, th 
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t enduring and most patient — is in 


ks. 


he most enduring and most patient. 
se qualities of books give us the 
itest confidence in their survival. 
ks do not have to clamor for our at- 
ion or insist we look and listen now. 
‘y can wait, saving for each of us 
information, the entertainment, or 
comfort we may need, ready to yield 
vhen we want it. They will survive 
iuse they are adapted to people—to 
various curiosities, our different 
es, our unpredictable needs. 
hat is why, no matter what educators 
y say, they know they cannot cut the 
library budget too deeply; why publish- 
er) continue to print books, confident 
that the ones that live will pay for and 
justify the others. Public librarians are 
less worried about whether or not peo- 
ple are going to stop reading than they 
are about how to replace grimy, worn- 
out volumes. And all over the country, to- 
night, if you listen, you will hear the 
click of television sets and radios being 
turned off, and the contented rustle of 
pages, as people settle down to read 
novels and detective stories, biographies 
and letters, plays and poetry, stories of 
travel and adventure, essays and disserta- 
tions, histories and works of science—any 
ol the infinite variety of subjects offered 
by the printed page. 
\nd they will so continue, I expect, 
for quite a while. 


Epiror’s Note: “Books are Here to Stay” 
is reprinted by permission of Woman’s Day 
and the author. 


LELLA WARREN 


i" =< Alabama gave me 


birth at the very turn 
of the century. And it 
has given me sustenance 
for my writing almost 
ever since. For the War- 
rens—the real life coun- 
terparts of my fictional 
Whetstones—helped to pioneer the state. 
And their vitality, drawn from Alabama 


soil, surged through me until I had to 
give voice to it—on paper in print. 

But in spite of being of Alabama pio- 
neer stock, I spent the first dozen years 
of my life roaming the rest of the coun- 
try, except for long visits “back down 
home.” For my father was a doctor in 
what became the United States Public 
Health Service; and this meant my child- 
hood was spent at his various posts, such 
as Quarantine Stations or Marine Hos- 
pital reservations. And it was this odd, 
somewhat lonely childhood, as well as 
the saga of Alabama that was to send me 
reeling into the intoxication of words. 

For there never were any little girls 
for me to play with at these posts. My 
only companions were my four brothers 
and the male attendants and patients on 
the station. Or—books, and my own imag- 
ination. 

The high point of the week for me 
came on Saturday, when the stack of fat 
brown-bound, wonderfully musty Library 
books were delivered from the nearest 
city. Some were to be read aloud to all 
of us by Papa in his Morris chair, after 
the gas was lit and supper with its squab- 
bles over second helpings of dessert was 
over. And the companionship of that 
reading was a comforting thing, when 
we shivered during Henty’s The Reign 
of Terror or thrilled to the sonorous 
sound of Cooke’s Surrey of the Eagle’s 
Nest. 

But there were other books that I had 
all to myself. For instance The Mill on 
the Floss, which I kept trying to change 
in order to give Maggie and Tom an end 
that suited my own more buoyant out- 
look. Then when I discovered that I 
could nol divert tragedy from the Tulli- 
vers, I also became aware that I could 
arrange the future fates of the Warrens 
more to my liking. And from there on I 
was bound to be a writer! 

About those beginnings I have written 
in my first semi-autobiographical novel, 
A Touch of Earth, published in 1926. 
To quote: 


Jick forgot the stars she’d been gazing at 
for a moment, and protested vehemently, 
“I didn’t Lie! And you can depend on my 





Word. You can! You can! This wasn’t any- 
thing to do with promises. It was just one 
of the stories like the ones I make up before 
I go to sleep at night. I start with a little 
something that did happen and then I pre- 
tend some more and some more. I tell 
them to Buddie sometimes, and to Meta. 
And some of them I write down in the 
back of my old Penmanship books. They 
m'ght all be true some day. You don't 
know! And this was a good one I was telling 
to that Mrs. Timmins. It made her look 
straight at me and not interrupt. It wasn’t 
a Lie. I could have done it.” 

Jick broke off. She couldn’t make anyone 
understand. Why did it hurt anybody, hei 
telling things she’d pretended? Besides it 
was hard to tell the pretending from the 
really-true things after she got started talk- 
ing or thinking. It all seemed just as true 
as could be to her. She forgot it wasn’t. 
Everything got mixed up, pretending things 
so hard, feeling them. Why did it have to 
be wrong? It was such fun—the most fun 
of anything she knew except reading. And 
it was part of reading too. Why it was what 
made her not mind going to bed early most 
n ghts. Because she could lie there in the 
dark and think and think... . 

She shook her head and looked back up 
at the stars. They were queer too — so 
twinkly if she made them that way, so plain 
if she kept her eyes wide open. She let 
her lashes tangle together, and the stars 
danced madly like festoons of popcorn 
trembling on a Christmas tree. Suddenly 
nothing mattered except that she knew how 
to make the stars dance. 

“Dad,” very softly. 

“Yes, Jick?” He put his arm across her 
shoulders. 

“The stars are just dots if I let them be, 
but they have points and dance if I make 
them. See?” 

Together they watched. After a while Dad 
squeezed her shoulder. “Keep on _ looking 
at them so that they twinkle. And about 
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that other. . . . Write things down in yc 
Penmanship books instead of telling th: 
to the Mrs. Timminses. You might let 
have a look sometime. No matter, thou, 
no matter. Just keep on writing the ; 
down. Ee 


And so I have. First with just hi 
having a look. Then presently with hi 
stepping aside in favor of teachers 
both secondary schools and colleges. Ty 
of whom, Margaret Merrill and Robe 
Bolwell, gave me both exacting tutela; e 
and stimulating encouragement. The ou 
come so far has been that first novel, : 
number of short stories in leading maga- 
zines, and—the first two volumes of the 
Whetstone saga: Foundation Stone and 
the new Whetstone Walls. Each volume 
of the quatrology, as I have it planned, 
is to stand alone as a novel complete 
in itself. Yet the saga in the end is to 
have an over-all unity, to express in one 
large sweep my abiding creed that:—the 
family is a way of life, in which I be- 
lieve as surely as I believe in my God; 
and which I know will ultimately survive 
whatever blasts may make the world 
tremble and shudder almost into destruc- 
tion. Which will, after such holocaust, 
resurrect itself ever and ever again—in 
the image of the Lord God of Decent 


Humanity . . . universal and un-destroy- 
able! 


“And the pain can stop, for the frayed 
threads sever, 

But the house and the courtesy last for- 
ever.” 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES SECTION 


By MILpRED GoonpricH 


LABAMA’S American Heritage 

Project, which began in the fall 
has spread over most of the State during 
this second year of its activity. With a 
total of 29 groups, 19 white and 10 Ne- 
gro, in ten different localities, the Heri- 
tage program has met with much success 


as is evidenced in the widespread pub- 
licity given to the program through the 
press and other media. Most of the 
groups recessed during the Christmas 
holidays but with the New Year they 
have resumed their meetings which will 
continue through March or April. 
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irs. Lois Rainer Green will partici- 

e in a panel discussion at the work- 

p for library association officers to be 

1 at the Mid-winter Conference of 

American Library Association. Mrs. 
en will discuss the work of exhibit 
irmen at state and regional meetings. 

‘he Friends of the Library of Mont- 

ery has been re-activated with Ro- 

d Nachman, Jr., as president. Mrs. 

M. Munro is carrying on a most suc- 
ful campaign as membership chair- 

n and enthusiastic projects are under 

One is the purchase of $1,000.00 
rth.of books for a sidewalk depository. 
fhe Exchange Club of Florence has 
ed to give the Muscle Shoals Regional 

ibrary $50.00 a year for the purchase 
records. 

Mrs. Danton reports that the idea of 
memorial books is growing steadily in 
Birmingham. Recently several couples 
have combined their gifts and sent sub- 
stantial checks as memorials to their 
friends. This has enabled the Birming- 
ham Public Library to add several hand- 
some art volumes to their collection. 


The new Central Park Branch of the 
Birmingham Library is under way and 
promises to be both attractive and func- 
tional. Jack B. Smith is the architect. 


For the first time in history, the staff 
of the Birmingham Public Library has 
had a real Christmas vacation this year. 
Although the library was closed only a 
day and a half, each member of the staff 
was entitled to three and a half days off. 
Some took it the week-end of Christmas 
and some the week-end of New Year's. 
A great innovation which more of us 
might try! 


The special collection of books on the 
ballet which was bought with the $1,000 
given by Mrs. Robert C. Collins, will 
be on display this month in the Bir- 
mingham Public Library. Mrs. Collins 
and her mother, Mrs. Horace Hammond, 
were the donors of the first city book- 
mobile in Birmingham last year, but this 
was a separate gift which will be added 
to from time to time. The books will 
be reference books. Mr. Thornley se- 


lected them in New York and many are 
importations. 

Beginning on January 17th, the Bir- 
mingham Public Library will close at six 
o'clock on Saturadys. This has been the 
summer schedule for the past two years 
and after careful study of the attendance 
and circulation on Saturday evenings the 
Board has approved the early closing for 
Saturdays all year round. The Library 
will continue to be open for three hours 
on Sunday afternoons. 


Another new idea of the BPL is the 
issuance of a monthly “calendar of in- 
formal education in Birmingham.” This 
is a joint project as the Library com- 
piles the information and the University 
Center does the mimeographing. Copies 
are ready by the first of every month 
and some are mailed to the press and 
other publicity agencies. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Parks Beamguard, Di- 
rector of the Regional Library Service, 
Huntsville, writes that they have opened 
their first Negro library station in the 


county at Triana. This is a branch of 
the Negro library which was established 
in Huntsville some years ago. A Negro 
library board operating under the board 
of trustees of the Huntsville-Madison 
County Library, arranged for this first 
venture which will receive regular book- 
mobile service. It was channeled through 
the Madison County Health Department, 
Dr. Otis Gay, Superintendent, inasmuch 
as Dr. Gay had established a clinic in 
this completely Negro community and 
provided a library room in the clinic 
to be opened on clinic days and main- 
tained volunteer community leaders un- 
der the supervision of the Negro nurse, 
Johnnie L. Dent. The bookmobile li- 
brarian works with this Negro committee 
in training them to care for and lend 
the collection of books. Equipment and 
furniture for the room was furnished by 
the Health Department. A second station 
for the Negro community of Berkeley, 
on the other side of the county, will be 
opened the middle of January. 


A significant meeting was held in Mo- 
bile January 9th and 10th at the Mobile 





Public Library. Dr. Robert S. Alvarez, 
Director of the Nashville Public Library, 
made a survey and study of the Mobile 
Library and its branches and then made 
a report and offered suggestions for solv- 
ing many problems. This was followed 
by an open meeting in the form of a 
panel discussion led by Mrs. Gretchen 
K. Schenk. Other members of the panel 
were: Dr. Alvarez; Mrs. Lois Rainer 
Green, State of Alabama Public Library 
Service Division; Clarence A. Tilger, Li- 
brarian, Brookley Air Force Base; Miss 
Martha C. Gatlin, Librarian Murphy 
High School, Mobile. Topic of the dis- 
cussion: Uniting Forces for Better Li- 
brary Service in the South with an Em- 
phasis on Alabama. This will embrace 
library service in school libraries, special 
libraries, college and university libraries 
and public libraries. 
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PERSONALS 
Miss Margaret Holt is the new 

brarian at Garden City, Alabama. 
Mrs. Virginia H. Gilliland, graduate 
Peabody and formerly on the staff of t! e 
library of the University of Alabama, h 
accepted the position as reference libi 
rian at the Montgomery Public Librar 

Mrs. Marjorie Helton is the ne 
clerk-typist at the Montgomery Public I 
brary. Miss Sarah Love Miller, ci - 
culation assistant, has been appointe 
Bookmobile Librarian, in Birmingham, 
and will begin at once to assemble the 
books for this branch-on-wheels, although 
the new Gerstenslager will not be de- 
livered before February. Her work will 
be only within the City of Birmingham. 
... Mrs. Virginia Michael Daniell is as- 
sistant at the Central Park Branch in 
Birmingham. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES SECTION 


By Mrs. FRANCES ESARY 


CHOOL librarians held their annual 
S fall work conferences again this year 
with great success. More than a hundred 
librarians attended. A two-day conference 
was held in both the northern and south- 
ern sections of the State. The northern 
one was held at Florence State Teachers 
College December 12th and 13th, and 
the southern one at Troy State Teachers 
College on December 9th and 10th. The 
work conferences are sponsored each year 
by the State Department of Education, 
and Miss Fannie Schmitt, School Li- 
braries Consultant, serves as co-ordinator 
for them. Miss Nora Beust, specialist in 
school and children’s libraries, U. S. De- 
partment of Education, was consultant 
for both groups. The theme of the con- 
ference was Books are Basic. This theme 
grew out of last year’s conference when 
the topic was The School Library a Ma- 
terials Center. 

At the conclusion of the Florence 
meeting, Dr. E. B. Norton, President of 


Florence State Teachers College, made 
the announcement that the College will 
offer a course for school librarians be- 
ginning in March of 1953. They will be- 
gin with a basic eighteen-hour program 
recommended by the conference on train- 
ing for school librarians held in the 
southern region. Miss Fannie Schmitt, 
now with the State Department of Edu- 
cation as School Libraries Consultant, 
will be the head of this new department 
at Florence. 

Fifteen Alabama school librarians will 
participate in a survey sponsored by the 
Technical Processes Committee of the 
American Association of School  Libra- 
rians. Last year a nation-wide survey re- 
vealed that many of the subject headings 
found in Sears baffle high school yourg- 
sters seeking material. Only a few se- 
lected subject headings were tested, but 
the findings warrant further investiga- 
tion. Samples of the findings are: Stv- 
dents are six times more likely to look 
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“Social Security” than ‘“‘Insurance- 
al,” eight times more likely to look 
“interior decoration” than “house 
ration,” ten times more likely to look 
‘labor unions” than “trade unions.” 
second list of subject headings will 
ested to find out whether the head- 
now used are in the terminology 
tudents. A questionnaire will be sent 
chool libraries in every state. Fifteen 
yama school librarians will partici- 
‘ by polling students in their schools 
liscover terminology preferred by stu- 
its. The ultimate goal is a list of sub- 
headings suited to the subject-ter- 
nology of students in our schools. 


SUMMARY OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
MEETING OF THE ALABAMA 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The Executive Council of the Ala- 
bama Library Association met Saturday, 
October 11, 1952, at 9:30 in the Hunt- 
ingdon Library, Montgomery, Alabama, 
with the following present: Sybil Baird, 
presiding; John K. Cameron, Mrs. Emily 
Danton, Laura Sprott, Mabel Willough- 
by, Elizabeth Beamguard, and Willa 
Boysworth. 

The President gave the results of the 
ballot on district meetings. One hundred 
and twenty-five voted to discontinue dis- 
trict meetings for the year and seventy- 
five voted to continue such meetings. As 
a result they will be discontinued. 

An invitation for the Association to 


meet in Huntsville was extended by Eliza- 
beth Beamguard and tentative dates of 
April 18th or 25th selected. 

The Bi-racial Committee submitted a 
report which appeared to be unsatisfac- 
tory to the membership of the Associa- 
tion. This committee was discharged and 
their problem was taken under considera- 
tion by the Executive Council. 

The Planning Committee recom- 
mended that two of the main projects 
under way be continued: a) Work of 
the State-wide Citizens’ Committee; b) 
Work of the Teacher-education Com- 
mittee. 

It was proposed and passed by Council 
that the editor of The Alabama Librarian 
should be appointed for a period of not 
less than two years and not more than 
five years. 

It was recommended and passed that 
the Bibliographic Committee be reacti- 
vated with Joseph Taylor as chairman, 
with permission to pick the members of 
his committee. It was further proposed 
and passed that the work already com- 
pleted by this committee be put in avail- 
able form for filing with the Birmingham 
Public Library. 

The Treasurer’s report showed a bal- 
ance of $1,372.63 in the treasury. 

Huntingdon College was host at a 
luncheon given in the private dining 
room of the College for all members 
present at the meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned from the 
dining room at 2:30 p.m. 

WILLA BoysworTH 
Secretary 


UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA PRESS 


UNIVERSITY, ALABAMA 


January 1, 1953 
Dear Mr. THORNLEY: 
During 1953 librarians will receive 
more notice of new books from the Uni- 


versity of Alabama Press than in any 
year since the Press was founded in 1945. 


Ten new books are already scheduled 
for production this year. 

Of special interest in Alabama will be 
Dr. Rhoda Coleman Ellison’s History 
and Bibliography of Alabama Newspapers 
in the Nineteenth Century and Dr. J. B. 
Sellers’ History of the University of Ala- 
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bama, Vol. 1, 1819-1902. Miss Ellison, 
who is professor of English at Hunting- 
don College, has compiled a list of all 
known newspapers in the state before 
1900, and her book will show names, lo- 
cation, editors, dates, and location of 
known files. Dr. Sellers will probably 
finish writing the second volume of his 
history of the University by the time his 
first volume is published in the late 
spring or summer. 

Three of our new books are of South- 
wide interest: Dr. Louis B. Wright’s 
Southern Search for a Colonial Eden (the 
Dancy Lectures at Montevallo); Dr. John 
K. Bettersworth’s History of Mississippi 
State College; and Dr. H. H. Chapman’s 
The Iron and Steel Industries of the 
South. All three of these books will be 
published in the spring. 

Four other books will be aimed at col- 
lege and professional audiences: Dr. C. 
B. Wicks’ The Parisian Stage 1816-1830; 
Dr. Paul Garner’s Evolution of Cost Ac- 
counting to 1925; Dr. Arthur MacMa- 
hon’s Administration of the Foreign Serv- 


ice; and Dr. Johnstone Parr’s Tambur- 


lane’s Malady (essays on astrology in 
Renaissance literature). Drs. Wicks, Gar- 
ner, and Parr are members of the Uni- 
versity of Alabama faculty; Dr. MacMa- 
hon teaches at Columbia University. 

One textbook, an engineering lab man- 
ual by Professors William Jordan and 
William Rey, complete the list. 

Early in the spring, as soon as we can 
set publication dates and prices of the 
new books, the 1953 Press catalog will 
be distributed. It will list over sixty titles 
of books published during the brief his- 
tory of the Press. We still receive far 
more manuscripts on local subjects—peo- 
ple, towns, and counties—which are fre- 
quently of high quality but which are 
of very limited appeal. 
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On behalf of the University of A 1- 
bama Press I extend to you, your as >- 
ciation, and your readers the wish th it 
you enjoy a happy and prosperous N: w 
Year. 

Sincerely yours, 
James B. McMILLAN, Direci or 
University of Alabama Pre: 


SONNET ON THE DECEASE OF 
A PUBLIC LIBRARIAN* 


It happened after lunch on Tuesday last 

Between two letters of an index file; 

Nobody knew; they hadn’t noticed while 

The dust-collected years had fled too fast. 

Between the now and then was no 
contrast. 

You made a chore of silence. Down the 
aisle 

Your well-worn shoes would whisper on 
the tile, 

And Time obeyed—in sock-feet tiptoed 
past. 


Now you are gone, but Time will not 
undo 

The changeless things you dealt with 
times before: 

For now no matter what Time does to 
you, 

363 precedes 364. 

And now forever more, your “shh’s” at 
fault, 

For silverfish will chatter in your vault. 

—RosBeErRT BELL 


*To any “raised eyebrows:” The sting 
should be removed in light of the fact that 
this tongue-in-cheek sonnet was written by 
a fellow librarian. Bob Bell, graduate of 
Birmingham-Southern and Harvard, is a 
member of the staff of the Mobile Public 
Library, and actually is very much aware 
of the immortality of librarians. 
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MATTER OF TASTE 


aptain James Saunders, U.S.N., re- 
1, teaches the principles of agreement 
graduate class in Washington, D. C. 
of his illustrations is to give each 
uber a piece of white paper about the 
of one’s little finger and then ask him 
hew it up and report the taste—sweet, 
, bitter, what? The paper (wrapped 
cellophane) has been treated with 
nyl-thio-carbamide. The class chews 
ughtfully. Some say “bitter”; some say 
eet”; some say “no taste at all.” Argu- 
cats break out; voices are raised: “It 
‘tainly is sweet.” .. . “You're crazy, it’s 
MET 6 wes 
‘aptain Saunders then appoints two 
leaders, one for the group reporting no 
taste, the other for the group reporting 
various tastes and asks them to reach 
some kind of agreement. Pandemonium 
results. “The talk and confusion,” says 
the Captain, “reminds me very much of 
the conferences at Lake Success where 
statesmen seek to settle the affairs of the 
world.” Eventually’ the two groups are 
completely deadlocked. 
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At this point the Captain calls for or- 
der and explains the scientific facts about 
phenyl-thio-carbamide. It is a chemical 
which tastes different to different people. 
The reactions have been statistically 
analyzed and grouped. Three people out 
of ten, on the average, cannot taste any- 
thing, while the other seven experience a 
variety of tastes. As the class grasps this 
scientific explanation, the arguments and 
shouting disappear. Everyone now under- 
stands that in this situation it is possible 
to lift the dispute to a higher level, where 
personal opinions, feelings, prejudices 
have no place at all. The class can reach 
unanimous agreement on 
scientific facts. 


the basis of 

The conclusion raises an interesting 
question for our study. In how many 
cases can solid agreement be reached by 
bringing in the facts? Unfortunately, we 
do not always have a Captain Saunders 
around to find them for us so neatly. Un- 
fortunately, too, some people will move 
heaven and earth to prevent facts being 
known. 


From Stuart Chase’s Roads to Agreement. Permission of Harper & Brothers. 


Ww KW Ww 





ASK FOR OUR LATEST CATALOG 


® MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS 
@® VULCAN MAGAZINE BINDERS FROM YOU 
®VULCAN BOOK CARTS _ WILL BRING 
® VULCAN NEWSPAPER HOLDERS A CATALOG 
® VULCAN MAGAZINE RACKS AT ONCE! 


A POSTCARD 


SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE CO. 
401-3 TUSCALOOSA AVENUE, S.W. 
BIRMINGHAM 11, ALABAMA 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF 
ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
CONSTITUTION 


(As Revised at the Annual Meeting of the Alabama Library Association, April 1952) 


ARTICLE I—NAME 
The name of this organization 
Association. 


Sec. 1. 
shall be the Alabama Library 
ARTICLE II—OBJECTS 
Sec. 1. The purposes for which this as- 
sociation is formed are to promote the wel- 
fare of libraries and the interests of libra- 
rians and those involved in the development 
of library service throughout the State of 
Alabama; to receive from any source volun- 
tary contributions, donations or gifts or 
property of any kind, character and descrip- 
tion; and to use the same or any part there- 
of in carrying out the aforesaid purpose; to 
hold the same or any part thereof in trust 
and to maintain an endowment thereof, with 
power to use any part thereof or the income 
therefrom in fulfilling the purposes of this 

association. 


ARTICLE III—MEMBERS 


Sec. 1. Any person or institution inter- 
ested in the objects of this association may 
become a member of the association on pay- 
ment of the dues provided for in the by- 
laws. 

Sec. 2. The Association may from time to 
time elect as honorary members, persons who 
have given valuable aid toward the realiza- 
tion of the objectives to which the Associa- 
tion is dedicated. 


ARTICLE IV—MEMBERSHIP CLASSES 


Sec. 1. Members of this association shall 
be divided by class into life members, an- 
nual members, and institutional members. 
Any corporation or association may become 
an institutional member and shall designate 
the name or names of persons applying for 
membership. These persons, as individuals, 
shall be entitled to all privileges of members. 


ARTICLE V—MANAGEMENT 

Sec. 1. The business of the association 
shall be entrusted to the Executive Council, 
but the association may, by three-fourths 
vote of those present and voting at any an- 
nual or called meeting of the Association, 
take direct action or revise the action of the 
Executive Council or give it mandatory in- 
struction. 


ARTICLE VI—OFFICERS 
Sec. 1. The officers of the  associati: 

shall be a president, a vice-president, a se 

retary and a treasurer. The vice-presiden 
shall be president-elect. This shall apply 1 

the officers elected at the 1950 annual meet 

ing, and thereafter. The officers shall b: 
members of the Executive Council, and in 
addition to such officers the membership of 
the Executive Council shall consist of th¢ 
immediate past president, the American Li 
brary Association Councilor, the Southeastern 
Library Association Councilor, and_ three 
members of the association elected at the 
regular meeting of the association. All mem- 
bers of the Executive Council shall hold of 
fice for one year except the three members- 
at-large who shall be elected as follows: At 
the first election succeeding the effective date 
of the provisions of this constitution, one 
of such individuals shall be elected a mem- 
ber of the Executive Council for one year, 
one for two years and one for three years. 
Thereafter the successors of such three mem- 
bers of the Executive Council shall be elected 
for a term of three years. It is recommended 
that membership of the Council include 
representation of all types of libraries in the 
association. 


ARTICLE VII—DUTIES OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Sec. 1. The Executive Council shall meet 
immediately prior to the first session of the 
regular annual meeting of the association, 
solely for the purpose of transacting busi- 
ness pertinent to the convention. The Ex- 
ecutive Council shall also meet immediately 
following the convention and between meet- 
ings of the association upon call of the 
President. 

Sec. 2. The Executive Council shall dele- 
gate to the President the appointment of 
all committees, but shall have the power to 
suggest appointments and shall have the fi- 
nal approval of all appointments made. 

Sec. 3. At the first meeting of the Ex- 
ecutive Council following the annual con- 
vention of the association, the President 
shall present a budget for approval or re- 
vision by the Council. The Council shall! 
delegate to the President authority to ap 
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ve encumbrances’ or 
igeted. 
sec. 4. The Executive Council shall ad- 
nister the business affairs of the associa- 
n, and it shall have power in the inter- 
s between the meetings of the association 
act on all matters on which five of the 
ie members reach agreement. 
Sec. 5. The Executive Council shall di- 
t and provide for the publications of the 
sociation. 
Sec. 6. The Executive Council - shall 
« oose an auditing committee of two whose 
f adings shall be appended to the annual 
1 port of the Treasurer. 

Sec. 7. The decision of the Executive 
Council shall be final in all matters referred 
} 

' 
i 


expenditures so 


y the association to the Executive Council 

ir action. 

Sec. 8. The Executive Council shall have 
the authority to invite any person or per- 
‘ons to attend any meeting of the Council 
to render advice or information relative to 
the affairs of the association. After receiving 
such advice or information the Council shall 
go into executive session for the remainder 
of the meeting. 


ARTICLE VIIT—MEETINGS 

Sec. 1. There shall be an annual spring 
meeting of the association, the exact time 
and place to be determined by the Execu- 
tive Council. At the annual business meeting 
invitations may be submitted to the associa- 
tion from those places desirous of entertain- 
ing the next annual convention. 

Sec. 2. Between meetings of the associa- 
tion votes may be taken by mail when so 
authorized by the Executive Council, and a 
majority of those voting shall be required 
to carry. 


ARTICLE IX—AMENDMENTS 


Sec. 1. This constitution may be amended 
at any meeting of the association by a three- 
fourths vote of the members present and 
voting provided that notices of the amend- 
ment be sent twenty days previously to the 
members of the association. 

Sec. 2. Any by-law may be amended, re- 
voked or suspended by a three-fourths vote 
of those present and voting at any meeting 
of the association. 


BY-LAWS 


ARTICLE I—DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Sec. 1. The term of office of all officers 
of this Association shall commence at the 
adjournment of the annual meeting at which 
they are elected. 

Sec. 2. The duties of all officers shall be 
such as are ordinarily implied by their re- 
spective titles, except as modified by the 
by-laws. 


13 


Sec. 3. The secretary and treasurer shall 
render annual reports to the association at 
its annual meeting, and these reports shall 
be filed and preserved with the records of 
the association. The officers of the associa- 
tion shall deposit in the Alabama Depart- 
ment of Archives and History all corres- 
pondence, records, and archives not needed 
for current use. 

Sec. 4. The treasurer of the association 
shall be an ex-officio member of both the 
Scholarship and Membership Committee. 


ARTICLE II—DUES AND QUORUM 

Sec. 1. Dues for the current fiscal year 
shall accompany all application for member- 
ship in the association. 

Sec. 2. Annual dues shall be payable on 
the first day of January of each year. 

Sec. 3. The treasurer shall mail notices 
of such dues to each member, within one 
week after the first day of January, and a 
second notice to all members who have failed 
to pay the same at a date not later than 
two weeks before the day of the opening 
of the annual meeting of the current year. 

Sec. 4. The membership year of the asso- 
ciation shall be from January 1, through 
December 31. Failure to pay dues for any 
year by the end of the annual spring meet- 
ing shall constitute forfeiture of member- 
ship. 

Sec. 5. Persons who have forfeited their 
membership through non-payment of dues 
may be reinstated upon payment of dues 
for the current year. 

Sec. 6. Membership dues shall be as fol- 
lows: 


Life—Twenty-five dollars. Such members 
shall be exempt from annual dues. 


‘Annual members—Two dollars per an- 
num. 


Institutional members—Two dollars per 
annum for eac hperson named in the 
application for membership. 


Payment of dues by “new” members 
who join after December | of any year 
shall cover dues for the balance of the 
current and also for the following mem- 
bership year. 


Sec. 7. Fifty members shall constitute a 
quorum of the association for the transac- 
tion of business. 

Sec. 8. The fiscal year of the association 
shall be from June 1, through May 31. 


ARTICLE III—ORDER OF BUSINESS 
The order of business at the annual meet- 
ing may be as follows: 


1. Call to order. 
2. Address of the President. 








38. Reports of secretary, treasurer and 
A. L. A. delegate, and Southeastern 
Library Association delegate. 


4. Reports of Committees. 
5. Miscellaneous business. 
6. Resolutions. 

7. Election of officers. 

8. Adjournment. 


ARTICLE IV—AFFILIATION WITH THE 
AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Sec. 1. The treasurer shall pay to the 

American Library Association such annual 

dues as the schedule of the American Li- 

brary Association shall show to be warranted 

by the membership of the association on 

May lI. 

Sec. 2. A councilor shall be elected every 
four years to serve on the Council of the 
American Library Association. The presi- 
dent of the association, with the approval 
of the Executive Council, shall make any 
appointments necessary to fill vacancies that 


may occur. 
ARTICLE V—PUBLICATION 
Sec. 1. The Alabama Librarian shall be 


the official publication of the Association. 

Sec. 2. The editor of the Alabama Li- 
brarian shall automatically become a mem- 
ber of the Executive Council. 


PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 


The Constitution Revision Committee of 
the Alabama Library Association, Bob Bell, 
Chairman, recommends the following amend- 
ments to the Constitution and By-Laws. All 
words in italics are the suggested additions: 


CONSTITUTION 
ARTICLE VIII-MEETINGS 
Sec. 2. Between meetings of the associa- 
tion votes may be taken by mail when so 
authorized by the Executive Council, and a 


three-fourths vote shall be required to carry, 
provided this number is not less than fifty. 


BY-LAWS 


ARTICLE II-DUES AND FORUM 

Sec. 6. (Last Clause). Payment of dues 
by “new” members who join after October 1] 
of any year shall cover dues for the balance 
of the current and also for the following 
membership year. 


ARTICLE VI—DIVISIONS 

Sec. 1. Any twenty members having a dis- 
tinct field of interest in librarianship may 
submit a petition to the Executive Board 
to form a Division of the Alabama Library 
Association. Upon approval by the board, 
the Division is authorized to elect officers 
and to write its own by-laws. 
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MISS NISTENDIRK NAMED 
FIELD REPRESENTATIVE 


Mrs. Lois Rainer Green, Direc- 
tor of the Public Library Service 
Division, has announced the ap 
pointment of Miss Verna Nisten 
dirk of Kennett, Missouri, as Field 
Representative for our State agency 
Miss Nistendirk, who has former]; 
served on the Kansas City and St 
Louis library staffs, as well as th 
Missouri State Library. She is 
graduate of the Southeast Missour: 
State College and the Peabody Col 
lege Library School and holds a 
Master Degree in Library Science 
from Columbia University. Miss 
Nistendirk assumed her duties in 
the Public Library Service Division 
on January 2nd. Librarians over 
the State welcome Miss Nistendirk 
to Alabama. 


vA 
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To Alabama Librarians: 


To do the best job for your 


STANDARD 
which 


JUVENILE 


includes over 6000 titles 


zations indicated. 


If you are not already on our mailing 


list, send for your copy today. 
*k 4 * 
Also, available on request: 


Huntting’s Catalog of New Juveniles 
An annotated list, issued each 
Spring and Fall 


Huntting’s Monthly List 
Includes, with comments, current 
Adult Fiction and Non-Fiction 


THE H. F. HUNTTING CO. 
29 Worthington Street 
Springfield 3, Massachusetts 











library, 
you need a copy of HUNTTING’S 1952 
CATALOG 
offered 
in four styles of bindings with helpful 
commendations of book selecting organi- 
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CLASS “A” LIBRARY BINDINGS 





by 
CERTIFIED 
A LIBRARY BINDERY MEMBER 
CERTIFIED of the 
LIBRARY LIBRARY 
BINDERY BINDING INSTITUTE 


COMPETENT RELIABLE 
CRAFTSMANSHIP 


Recognized EXPERTS in Library Binding 
BOOKS — PERIODICALS — LAW BOOKS — THESES 


Write for Prices and Particulars to 


ART GUILD BINDERY, Inc. 


324 EAST NINTH STREET CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 














Becks... and Sewice 
from McCLURG’S 


McClurg’s, with over half a century of specialized library 
service, is equipped to serve you well! Our Staff is skilled in 
the handling of Library, School and College book orders. 


We welcome your patronage .. . and the opportunity to 
serve you. 


A. C. McCLURG & CO. 


333 East Ontario Street e Chicago 11, Illinois 
“Serving Librarians Is Our Business” 
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Send Your COMPLETE Book Orders to: 


THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 


WHOLESALE BOOKSELLERS 


740 ST. CHARLES AVE. NEW ORLEANS 12, LA. 








SK about our plan 
for increasing 
your book budget by 
sending discards and 








SINCE 1906 






duplicates for credit. 
BOOKS OLD AND NEW P : 
Wholesalers and Distributors 
NEW ORLEANS 12, LOUISIANA For All Publishers 
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Announcing the 1953 


Compton’s Pictured Encyclopedia 
first in — 


® teaching pictures ® continuous building 
® reader interest @ meeting modern reference 
® complete indexing needs 


Write today for information on the 1953—the Greatest Compton’s yet! 


EARLE M. BLACK, Dist. Mgr., F. E. Compton & Co. 
315-A Minorea Avenue, Coral Gables, Florida 








NOW ON OUR STAFF: 


MRS. PRENTICE THOMAS 


A TRAINED LIBRARIAN TO SERVE YOU 


BOOKS — LIBRARY SUPPLIES — MAGAZINE COVERS — 
PREBINDING and REBINDING SERVICE 


STANDARD SCHOOL SERVICE 


3827 First Avenue, North 
Birmingham, Alabama 




















